OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK
Town of West Brookfield

2 East Main Street » West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867 — 1421 ext. 2 » vitals@wbrookfield.com

Heather E. Gough
Town Clerk

List of Scenic Roads

ROAD LENGTH (mi)
1 Beaman Road 0.3
2 Coy Hill Road 1.45
3 Davis Road 0.83
4 Devil's Elbow 0.05
5 Foster Hill Road 1.56
6 Holmes Road 0.21
7 lohn Gilbert Road 1.11
8 Kennedy Road 1.64
9 Lyons Road 0.75
10 New Braintree Road 33
11 Pierce Road 1.67
12 Ragged Hill Road 2.37
13 Richardson Road 0.58
14 Tucker Road 1.98
15 Wickaboag Valley Road
16 Wigwam Road 2.96

| hereby certify that this is a true copy of the complete list of
Scenic Roads of the Town of West Brookfield, as of July 15, 2024.

Anne Garvosdd-ampp
Anne Garwgod—Hampp, Assistant Town Clerk
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WEST BROOKFIELD HISTORICAL COMMISSION
P.O. BOX 372 WEST BROOKFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01585

Congratulations! Your home is on a designated Scenic Road. Currently there are 16 roads in West
Brookfield that have been designated Scenic Roads by the Town of West Brookfield. Many of West
Brookfield’s roads date back to the 18 and 19% century when inroads into the interior of the state were
seeing early village life becoming established. In fact, one of the roads dates to 1673.

Scenic Road Bylaws (MGL Ch 40, Sec. 15C- Scenic Road Act)

Most towns in Massachusetts use the Scenic Roads Bylaw to protect the unique character and historic
value of select roadways by means of limiting the cutting of healthy trees, avoiding the destruction of
stone walls, and guiding road and driveway construction.

After a road receives a “Scenic” designation, the Planning Board is delegated certain limited powers by
the statute. Any repair, maintenance, reconstruction, or paving work done with respect to a Scenic
Road that entails cutting or removal of trees, or alteration of stone walls is subject to Planning Board
review and mandatory public hearing. The hearing provides an opportunity for objection and

consideration of alternative plans. Strict notice requirements must be met, with fines not to exceed
$300.00 if not adhered to.

While many of West Brookfield's roadways would qualify as being “scenic” in the broad sense of the
term, the Town has formally designated 16 roads as scenic at this time.

Beaman Road Lyon Road

Coy Hill Road New Braintree Road
Davis Road Pierce Road

Devil’s Elbow {discontinued road) Ragged Hill Road
Foster Hill Road Richardson Road
Holmes Road (discontinued road) Tucker Road

John Gilbert Road Wickaboag Valley Road
Kennedy Road Wigwam Road

References: https://malegislature.gov/Laws/Generall.aws/Partl/TitleVIl[/Chapter40/Section15¢
https://www.mass.gov/doc/terra-firma-3-identifving-and-protecting-historic-roads/download

Please see the Scenic Road map on our website: https://westbrookfield.org/?page_id=61
We hope you find this information helpful in guiding any work you may be planning for your
property on our towns Scenic Road.

Sincerely,
The West Brookfield Historical Commission
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What criteria are used to determine if a road should be designated a scenic road?

Overall scenic beauty (and view from the roadside)
Contributions of trees to scenic beauty

Contributions of stone walls to scenic beauty

Prevalence of historic stone walls along the right-of-way
Age and historic significance of road, trees, and stone walls

What kind of work requires a permit from the Planning Board?
Any work on the public right-of-way of a scenic road that involves:

Cutting or removing a healthy living tree that has a diameter of 4” or more at 4.5 from the ground.
Cutting or removing a healthy living branch that has a diameter of 3” or more 12“from where it joins the tree.
Any permanent destruction or tearing down of a stone wall, which is defined as any assemblage of stone that has

one cubic foot of stone or more per linear foot and that is more than 5’ long. You must notify the Planning Board
that the wall is being restored and complete the work within 90 days.

For the purposes of the bylaw, and this is true for trees subject to the Public Shade Tree law, if there is any

question about whether a tree or stone wall is on the public right-of-way, it is considered to be in the public right-
of-way until the contrary is shown.

Work on private property does not require a permit.

How do | know if a tree or stone wall is in the public right-of-way?
You can check with the Highway Department.

What kind of work does not require a permit from the Planning Board?
No permit is required to:

Cut or remove trees or branches that the Tree Warden certifies in writing as diseased, dying, or dead

Renovate a stone wall so long as it is renovated using the same type of materials, it is in the same location, and it
has the same general character as the original wall.

Conduct emergency work. If a stone wall is destroyed during an emergency, it must be repaired as soon as
practicable.

How does the Scenic Road Bylaw work?

The Scenic Road Bylaw determines how the town administers the state’s Scenic Road law
(MGL Chapter 40, Section 15C). Here are the relevant sections of the law:

Upon recommendation or request of the Planning Board, Conservation Commission or Historical Commission,
the town can designate any road, cther than a numbered route or state highway, as a scenic road.

After a road has been designated as a scenic road any repair, maintenance, reconstruction, or paving work done
on the scenic road shall not involve or include the cutting or removal of trees, or the tearing down or destruction
of stone walls, or portions thereof, except with the prior written consent of the planning board, after a public
hearing.

The public hearing must be advertised twice in a paper of general circulation, the last publication to occur at least
seven days prior to the hearing.

if a public hearing must be held under both the Scenic Road law and the Public Shade Tree law, then the hearings
will be consolidated.

The town can make a bylaw establishing fines not to exceed $300.00 for violations. The proposed Scenic Road
Bylaw establishes the process and criteria for designating roads as scenic roads, what work on trees and stone
walls will require hearings, the process for conducting hearings, the criteria for approving proposed work, and how
the bylaw will be enforced.
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f;tz ARTICIE 5, To see if the Town will vete to tyonsfer from av.ilable funds i
treasury an soount of money te purchuse a copying machine for the Town Hallss
service coniract for the copier, or tule any actlon relative tiereto.
ARTIRIEAE. TRXEEEL LR ENE (T AN N OV E B :;:bmm:tt)trt:-ﬁm::("«m.r.x:ﬁ‘&h%ﬁm"‘i PUBE.
g»g_ﬁ:_f;ztammmm:;m:‘fﬁmmi?’?mm

ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to transfer $3,915.06 from Revenue Sherig
Funds to pay for repalr work on Ford and dMaxin fire bruchks, or take sy action B
thereto.
ARTICIE 7.

£o the Roud Machinery

o see il the Town will vote to transfer t3500 from the ko vach
seeount, or take any action relative thereto.

ARTTICIA €, To see 1if the Town will vote te acc=pt, urvier Chapter 40, Section 1

the West Prookfield Historienl Commission the designation of i

following names roads in the Town of Wesl nrookfield as "Scenic Roads" and reg
the improvement thereof, or tuake any aetion relative there=to,

5,Tucker Road 9.0avis Road 13

=

recommendation of

1. Coy Hill Rozd

5. Devills ilhow Hosd 6. Fierce Road 10, Richardson Roadl

3, Holnes Roud 7 .Lyons Roud 11 igwam Road Rozd

L, Foster Hill Foud 0. ¥ennedy Road 12.Ragged Hill Road
ARTICIE 9, To soFf if the Towm will vote to amend Zoning By-law, Chapter I, 5€

added June 26, 1242, and as further amendsd on March 12, 1973, by inserting ati

of 5 the folleowing:

(W)

id Chapter 1. Section 1,

Brookh:zven Luke Estutes, 45 shown on map overls=y of “ost Trookficld, lasS., ig

an exception te the Seotion with the provision that a camping troiler, CaNpedy

hope with @ maxitun Jength ol 27% a8 measur q Trom the hiteh Lo the rear Dump

with the further frovision thii one camping trailer, camper or noborhone may
1at only [rom the period kay 1 to September 30 in any yeal. These vehiclss

on &
Le ¢ ;."h_‘”': Uf ‘..—*’!]'L"

not be rianently llnmﬂi on any Lot, sl pemoved within

pirmtes, or take «ny action relative ther-Lo.

DEFINITICNS: Camrer: & cam ing unit that ic néunted on the body of a rotor v

liotorhome: A single, sel
facilities.

1

Cape ine Trailer: A trailer used for te

- Py

P eonts ined Lotor wehiele with camy ing OFE

Jorary ove night ©
to amend Article V, Secticn 3 of thas

mention of the location of rublic

ARTICIE 10, To see ir the Town will votle
west Brookfi=ld's tpaffic Jlaws to inclwie
jocations, These are =8 follows:

4t Ttouts @

Sauthbound Arivers on Ridge To.d at foute g (z sites)
Northbound drivers on Pierce Road at Ragped Hill
Southbound Arivers on Shay Tond at Wickaboag Valley Foad

tijon relative thereto.

apgroved sbog sipn
westbound drivers on Foster Hill

oy toke any «cC
ARTICIE 11. To see if the Town will vote Lo zoeerpt the following By-Lav, Chap
within the Tom of est Brot

XTI, Section U: Mo jerson shall use any jrgperly
for the guryose of 2 canit.ry landfill, & refiuse Lr
jary with a grate are? in excess of ten (10) sauare
refuse or any other works for treating or Aisposing of
beer assigned by the To rd of Fe:ulth as a facplitys
laws Chapter 111, Section 1504 as amended.
Any person usiue yrore ty th=t hs not beon gsicned or properiy that is ass
to .nother and not spened to the yullie or projerly that is assigned to anot
and opened to the publie but not opened at the time of use shall be fined th
of fifty dollars (550.00) for each of fence, Fach separ-te use sha']l constitdl
separate offence, or tule =ny sction relative
Aipected to serve this Warrant, by I
ard on front of Towp Hall in sal
.nd by rrinting on

naler station, & refuse
feet, a refuse comp ostAng

admwhwgymmdfm-
anless such property has

-

Cenera 1

|

secordance with

itvereto,
asting up an sttested copE
1 Tovm, seven (7) Aays ab

Zo.rd in frond

—~

tnd vou are

2t the Bulletin Bo

hefore the time of holding said meeting,

Te'n Hall tre date and time of holding sail m=eting.

Uopreof £21i1 not, and make due return of this arre

to tre Tovm Tlerk, .+ the time ~nd pluee of meeting , oS aferesald,
1 y the year of our Lord one W&

“iyen poler OUT hoaauds this 2641 day of July W

nt, with yonr doings th

wine hundred and s
Peter C. Magnante

leon S. Farker
Selectmen of West Srookfield A
Tl 0. 1993 548 p. Me
LA —+5 Iie
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e o . v o eesnimakd LDOH liemerlal lhy funds $350.00 to purchase
wve markers for buried veterans, '

_ CLE 3. VOTED, unanimously, to authorize the Police Chie
L N £ rieds in the absence of regular rersonnel, and to be pa
) 'ﬁcadﬂm" ' , for the pericd from June 1, 1973 to June 30, 1974,

T to fill in as patrolma
id the prevailing rate
in excess of his salary

T, Sectt As this required a two-thirds vote, voting lists and ballots were used. Numbsr
i o st Eighty-Five (85), necessary for two-thirds Fifty-Seven (57).

- VOTED, Seventy (70) in favor to Fifteen (15) opposed, to accept the Flood

g By-1aw 8s proposed by the Conservation Commission, a copy of which is on file
(Clerk along with the map, and another COpy which has been posted on the Town
rded as Chapter XII, Section 4) g

VOTED, to transfer from available funds in the treasury 3680.80 to rurchase a
e for the Town Hall and a service contract for the corier.

OTED, unanimously, to transfer $3,915.86 from Revenue Sharing Funds to pa
rk on Ford and Maxim Fire Trucks. '

. . & VOTED, unanimously, to transfer $3,500.00 from the Hoad
w0y vehig] .

ry Account.,
 VOTED, unanimously, to accept, under Chapter 40, Section 15C, upon recommend-
3 West Brookfield Historical Commission the designation of the following named
y town of West Brookfield as "Scenic Roads" and regulating the improvement

8., 18
::‘,nil:)er

v

Machinery Fund to the

5. Tucker Ro=d 9, Davis Ro-4d

bow Road 6. Pierce Rozd 10. Rich rdson Roud

7. Lyons Road 11. Wigwam Road.

Road €. Kennely Road 12, Ragged Hill Road

" As this required a two-thirds vote, voting lists and ballots were used, N

ast Seventy.Seven (77), necessary for two-thirds Fifty-Two (52).

VOTED, Fifty-Eight (58) in favor to Ninete'n (19) opposed, to table the motion

t Broel & unc icle 9 until after a meeting between the Brookhaven Association, the Advisory
; $4 d other interested town bo.rds, and legal counsel can be held to consider the

13. Beam.n Road
14. New Braintree Road

umber

. VOTED, to delete "Southbound drivers on Shay Road at Wick=bo.g Valley Road."
VOTED, unanimously, to amend Article V, Section 3 of the townm of West

traffic laws to include mention of the location of public works approved
atiens. These are as follows:

Westbound drivers on Foster Hill at Route 9
Southbound drivers on Ridge Road at Noute 9(2 sites)

Northbound drivers Pi > Road & ag Hill .
VOTED, unanimously, Fo adort the rat18e%iial, chapter XII, Section

lluse any property within the town of West Brookfi~1ld for the rurrose of a

ed the
stitute &

COpg dfill, a refusc transfer station, a refuse incendiary with a grate area in
s at le (10) square feet, a refuse compesting plant, a dumrine sround for refuse or
front of

orks for treating or disposing of refuse unless such prorerty has been assigned

d of Health as a facility in accordance with General laws Charter 111, S=ction
led,

using prorerty that has not been assigned or property that is assigned to

not opened to the rublic or property that is aszigned to another and opened to

- but not opened at the time of use shall be fined the sum of Fifty Lollurs ($50.00

ffence, Each separate use shall constitute g separate offence,

adjourn at 10:25 p. m. 7%?

wvn Clerk
P m£ 1973. 32 Fleasant St
itants . - = -
yitar Wost “rockf ield, lass,
she To

field, lass, August 12, 1973

would like to take this orrortunity to e

Xpress my deeyp regari to zll the
Wn boards and the [eo; le who ha

ve contributed their time and knowledge so
¥ live and work in ¢ torn such as Test Brookfield,

am sterting a new job ind will b unsble to rut fortih the time and eflort
Cessary in the task the Flenning board is now undertaling,
dme tomuke wey for a new member who I hope +ill receive the
lping to [l.n tie Touns Tuture.

Once again may I expriss my cratituie to the jeojle of Yect, Brockfi~1¢ feor
Work beine: done far +1e Tenr

I feel I resign
satisfaction I
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Partl ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT
Title VII CITIES, TOWNS AND DISTRICTS
Chapter 40 POWERS AND DUTIES OF CITIES AND TOWNS

Section 15C SCENIC ROAD DESIGNATIONS; IMPROVEMENTS: FINES

Section 15C. Upon recommendation or request of the planning board,
conservation commission or historical commission of any city or town,
such city or town may designate any road in said city or town, other than
a numbered route or state highway as a scenic road; provided, however,
that a numbered route may be designated by a city or town as a scenic
road if its entire length is contained within the boundaries of said city or
town, and no part of said route is owned or maintained by the

commonwealth.

Alter a road has been designated as a scenic road any repair,
maintenance, reconstruction, or paving work done with respect thereto
shall not involve or include the cutting or removal of trees, or the tearing
down or destruction of stone walls, or portions thereof, except with the
prior written consent of the planning board, or if there is no planning
board, the selectmen of a town, or the city council of a city, after a public
hearing duly advertised twice in a newspaper of general circulation in the
area, as to time, date, place and purpose, the last publication to occur at
least seven days prior to such hearing; provided, however, that when a
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public hearing must be held under the provisions of this section and under
section three of chapter eighty-seven prior to the cutting or removal of a
tree, such hearings shall be consolidated into a single public hearing
before the tree warden and the planning board, or if there is no planning
board, the selectmen of a town, or the city council of a city, and notice of
such consolidated public hearing shall be given by the tree warden or his
deputy as provided in said section three of chapter eighty-seven. Any city
or town making said scenic road designation may make an ordinance or
by-law establishing that a violation of this paragraph shall be punished by
a fine not to exceed three hundred dollars.

Designation of a road as a scenic road shall not affect the eligibility of a
city or town to receive construction or reconstruction aid for such road
pursuant to the provisions of chapter ninety.
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